[Estimation of intrapulmonary shunt in resuscitation (use of a nomogram) (author's transl)].
Acutely ill patients often show rapid and sometimes concomitant changes in haemodynamics, pulmonary exchange and O2-uptake. PaO2 reflects the interrelationships between these three factors. The Qs/Qt shunt is computed by taking two simultaneous blood samples, one systemic arterial, the other mixed venous, with the patient inhaling pure O2 for twenty minutes. In estimating the fraction of total cardiac output unsaturated in pulmonary transit, Qs/Qt is practically used as a selective test for pulmonary gas exchange. We propose a nomogram, showing in terms of Qs/Qt shunt the variations of PaO2, of haemoglobin O2 saturation and of arterial-venous difference of O2 concentrations. Blood gas changes during treatment of shock or of acute respiratory insufficiency are explained by use of this nomogram.